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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 29-33, 53-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bluteau. 

Regarding claim 29 . Bluteau discloses a system for monitoring the wetness 
condition of a diaper comprising a sensor 1 having a first predetermined electrical 
characteristic when the associated diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical 
characteristic when the associated diaper is wet, a transmitter 3, a transmitter housing 
detachably installed on the diaper having a quiescent mode when the sensor is 
characterized by the first predetermined electrical characteristic and in a transmission 
mode when the sensor is characterized by the second predetermined electrical 
characteristic, the transmitter transmitting electromagnetic energy signals (column 3, 
lines 35-45), a receiver 5, a coupling arrangement 17, 14 for simultaneously coupling 
the transmitter housing onto the diaper and forming the electrical coupling between the 
transmitter in the transmitter housing and the sensor. 

Regarding claim 30 . Bluteau discloses a snap arrangement 17, 14. 
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Regarding claim 31 . Bluteau discloses a female conductive portion 14 and a 
male conductive portion 17. 

Regarding claim 32 . Bluteau discloses a visual indicator 6. 

Regarding claim 33 . Bluteau discloses a sealed housing 8. 

Regarding claim 53 . Bluteau discloses a system for transmitting electromagnetic 
energy comprising a transmitter 3 having first, second, and third electrical terminals 14, 
17 for coupling with first and second external devices, the first external device being 
coupled to the first and second terminals and having first and second electrical 
characteristics responsive to environmental conditions, the second external device 
being coupled to the second and third terminals and having a substantially constant 
electrical characteristic, the transmitter having a quiescent mode when the first external 
device exhibits the second electrical characteristic and substantially constant electrical 
characteristic of the second external device is present across the second and third 
terminals (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 54 . Bluteau discloses the transmitter transmitting 
electromagnetic energy (col. 3, lines 35-45) when in the transmission mode and when 
the second characteristic is present across the first and second terminals 
simultaneously with the substantially constant characteristic of the second external 
device being present across the second and third terminals. 

Regarding claim 55 . Bluteau discloses the first and second characteristics of the 
first external device constitute different levels of impedance responsive to environmental 
humidity (fig. 3). 
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Regarding claim 56 . Bluteau discloses the substantially constant electrical 
characteristic of the second external device constituting a predetermined impedance 

(fig- 3). 

Regarding claim 57 . Bluteau discloses the substantially constant electrical 
characteristic of the second external device constituting a predetermined electrical 
resistance (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 58 . Bluteau discloses a system for monitoring the wetness 
condition of a diaper comprising a sensor 1 having a first predetermined electrical 
characteristic when the associated diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical 
characteristic when the associated diaper is wet, a transmitter 3, a transmitter housing 
detachably installed on the diaper having a quiescent mode when the sensor is 
characterized by the first predetermined electrical characteristic and in a transmission 
mode when the sensor is characterized by the second predetermined electrical 
characteristic, the transmitter transmitting electromagnetic energy signals (column 3, 
lines 35-45), a coupling arrangement 17, 14 for simultaneously coupling the transmitter 
housing onto the diaper and forming the electrical coupling between the transmitter in 
the transmitter housing and the sensor. 

Regarding claim 59 . Bluteau discloses a receiver 5. 

Regarding claim 60 . Bluteau discloses a diaper comprising a first and a second^ 
electrical terminal 14, 17 accessible on an outer surface of the diaper and a wetness 
sensor 1 installed within the diaper and coupled electrically between the first and 
second terminals and the sensor having a first predetermined electrical characteristic 
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when the diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical characteristic when the 
diaper is wet (fig. 3). 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 38-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kimsey. 

Regarding claim 38 . Kimsey discloses a system for monitoring a diaper 
comprising a sensor 53 having a first predetermined electrical characteristic when the 
associated diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical characteristic when the 
associated diaper is wet, a transmitter 1 , 13, a transmitter housing detachably installed 
on the diaper (col. 3, lines 25-40) having a quiescent mode when the sensor is 
characterized by the first predetermined electrical characteristic and in a transmission 
mode when the sensor is characterized by the second predetermined electrical 
characteristic, the transmitter transmitting a unique ID code within electromagnetic 
energy signals , and a receiver 20 issuing a perceptible indication (col. 2,lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 39 . Kimsey discloses radio frequency range 12. 

Regarding claim 40 . Kimsey discloses infrared frequency range. 

Regarding claim 41 . Kimsey discloses a portable receiver 20. 

Regarding claim 42 . Kimsey discloses a coupling arrangement 3, 4, 50, 51 . 
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Regarding claim 43 , Kimsey discloses sealed housing (col. 3, lines 24-60). 

Regarding claim 44 , Kimsey discloses a coupling arrangement 3, 4, 50, 51 . 

5. Claims 45-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fisher. 

Regarding claim 45 , Fisher discloses a system for monitoring diapers comprising 
a plurality of sensors 170, 94, each having a first predetermined electrical characteristic 
when the associated diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical characteristic 
when the associated diaper is wet, a plurality of transmitters 170, 172, a transmitter 
housing detachably installed on the diaper having a quiescent mode when the sensor is 
characterized by the first predetermined electrical characteristic and in a transmission 
mode when the sensor is characterized by the second predetermined electrical 
characteristic, the transmitter transmitting electromagnetic energy signals at respective 
intervals, a receiver 176 receiving a plurality of transmitter ID codes of respective 
transmitters (fig. 20, 21 , col. 9, line 50- col. 10,line 36). 

Regarding claim 46 , Fisher discloses code generator 172. 

Regarding claim 47 , Fisher discloses a programming station 196 (fig. 20). 

Regarding claim 48 , Fisher discloses a control processor 194, 183. 

Regarding claim 49 , Fisher discloses a system for monitoring diapers comprising 
a plurality of sensors 170, 94, each having a first predetermined electrical characteristic 
when the associated diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical characteristic 
when the associated diaper is wet, a plurality of transmitters 170, 172, a transmitter 
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housing detachably installed on the diaper having a quiescent mode when the sensor is 
characterized by the first predetermined electrical characteristic and in a transmission 
mode when the sensor is characterized by the second predetermined electrical 
characteristic, the transmitter transmitting electromagnetic energy signals at respective 
intervals, a programming station 196, a receiver 176 receiving a plurality of transmitter 
ID codes of respective transmitters, and a control processor 194, 183 (fig. 20, 21, col. 9, 
line 50- col. 10,line36). 

Regarding claim 50 . Fisher discloses a system comprising a sensor 18 coupled 
to a diaper, the sensor having a first predetermined electrical characteristic when the 
associated diaper is dry and a second predetermined electrical characteristic when the 
associated diaper is wet, and a confirmatory element (resistor 1 .5K), externally 
accessible with a third predetermined electrical characteristic which remains unchanged 
when the diaper exhibits either the first or the second characteristic. 

Regarding claim 51 . Fisher discloses a resistor (fig. 6). 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



7. 



Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fisher. 
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Regarding claim 52 . Fisher discloses all the claimed subject matter as set forth 
in the rejection of claim 51 , but does not disclose the resistor value of ten thousand 
ohms. However, it would have been obvious to have the resistor value of ten thousand 
ohms since it is not inventive to discover the optimum or workable ranges by routine 
experimentation. 

8. Claims 34-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bluteau in view of Kimsey. 

Regarding claims 34-37 . Bluteau discloses all the claimed subject matter as set forth in 
the rejection of claim 29, but does not disclose a portable receiver (claim 34), a battery 
operated receiver (claim 35), an identifier code (claim 36), and an indication on the 
receiver (claim 37). Kimsey teaches the use of a portable receiver 20, a battery 
operated receiver 20, an identifier code (col. 2, lines 50-67) and an indication on the 
receiver (col. 2, lines 60-67). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include a portable receiver, a battery 
operated receiver, an identifier code, and an indication on the receiver to the system of 
Bluteau as taught by Kimsey for the purpose of effectively monitoring and indicating a 
wetness condition of a diaper. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fard teaches a training device. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh V. La whose telephone number is (571) 272-2970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ — {\^V<MM^~--~~~~^ 
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